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The Kingston Arts Council (KAC) is pleased to share our Annual Report
for 2020-21, which highlights our granting programs, services and
activities.

It is an understatement to say that 2020-21 was a challenging year for our

organization and our arts sector. As we began our fiscal year in April 2020,

Kingston was in Ontario’s first COVID-19 lockdown and the future of the

pandemic was unclear. Like many others, we set aside the plans we had

crafted only weeks before and looked to our arts community so we could

respond to their needs in real time as we all ventured forward into the

unknown.

It was a year of heartache for many and locally, the difficulties faced by our

arts community were acute and urgent. The loss of gigs across all disciplines

and subsequent loss of income put an already precarious sector in further

jeopardy. But this past year has also been a year of triumph. Time and again,

we cheered as we learned of our artists and arts groups innovating and

continuing to create despite facing significant challenges. 

The KAC supported Kingston’s arts community through both the bad and

the good. We brought our community together around online roundtables

and through our Essential Artists Thinking Group. We continued to deliver

City of Kingston Arts Fund grants on schedule and assist grantees with

pivoting their operations and projects, while advocating for (and achieving!)

an additional $200K in funding for Kingston artists and arts nonprofits in

2021. Behind the scenes, the KAC played a key role in founding the Alliance

of Arts Councils of Ontario, and we continued to promote local (virtual) arts

offerings and connect our sector with much-needed resources and

opportunities.

This work was activated by our staff - who adapted seamlessly to new ways

of working remotely together and with our community - and supported by

our Board, which this year gained two new directors, Erin Ball and Mauricio

Montecinos.

We remain grateful for the stable operating support we receive from the City

of Kingston and the Ontario Arts Council, as well as the vital contributions of

our donors and additional support through the federal government’s COVID-

19 subsidy programs.  

We hope you enjoy reading this report and reflecting with us on our

organization’s progress through an unprecedented year in our history.

Thank you for all you continue to do to support the KAC and the arts in

Kingston.

MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

& CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Barb  Danielewski
CHAIR,

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS

Kirsi  Hunnakko
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR



GRANTS

The Kingston Arts Council administers two key funding programs: the City of

Kingston Arts Fund and the Nan Yeomans Grant for Artistic Development.

It is administered by the Kingston Arts Council

(KAC) and applications are assessed by a jury of

peers from the Kingston arts community. CKAF

has two funding categories: operating grants

and project grants. Operating grants provide a

crucial foundation for non-profit arts

organizations, increasing administrative

capacities and professional and artistic

development opportunities. Project grants fund

the creation and presentation of artistic projects

and connect diverse audiences with arts

activities across the city. Through CKAF, arts

organizations and collectives are able to

develop programming, arts activities,

partnerships and initiatives that encourage arts

engagement, learning opportunities and

participation. These funds are an investment in

Kingston’s cultural capital and they foster

cultural vitality, increase the capacity of the arts

community, encourage residents to connect

with the arts and ultimately enhance Kingston's

cultural economy, promoting financial

stability and sustainability of the sector. 

In 2021, Kingston City Council allocated
$200,000 in one-time funding to support
individual artists and non-profit arts
organizations, in recognition of the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. This
investment is in addition to the City’s annual

contribution in support of the fund’s

Operating and Project Grants. This funding

will be made available through two new

grant streams: Resiliency and Adapt,

administered by the KAC on behalf of the

City of Kingston. 

CKAF BY THE NUMBERS
CKAF INVESTMENT TO DATE  2007-2020
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PHOTO: Photo of Erin Ball, owner of Kingston Circus Arts, at
Electric Circuits 2020. Photo by Sandbox Photovideo.

TOTAL # OF GRANTS
AWARDED

380

TOTAL # OF APPLICATIONS
561

ARTS ORGANIZATIONS
SUPPORTED THROUGH
OPERATIONAL FUNDING

11

TOTAL # OF GRANTS
AWARDED THROUGH
PROJECT FUNDING

241
AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF
REQUEST RELATIVE  TO
AMOUNT AVAILABLE

160%

TOTAL AMOUNT AWARDED
$7 million

TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED
$11.2 million

The City of Kingston Arts Fund
(CKAF) provides grants to local

arts organizations and collectives

to foster creativity at all levels and

enrich how Kingston residents

experience and engage with the

arts. 



2019 
CKAF RECIPIENTS

2019 RECIPIENTS - OPERATING

$17,000

$15,000

$13,000

$13,762

$11,000

$11,160

$17,000

$13,800

2019 JURY - OPERATING
Crystal Day, Megan Hamilton, Rheni Tauchid, Karma Tomm. Ex-officio: Councillor

Peter Stroud, Danika Lochhead (City of Kingston), Kirsi Hunnakko (Chair), Felix Lee,

Diana Gore.

$75,000

$27,183

$16,000

$11,655

$43,911

$75,000

$41,551

$48,200

$21,400

$41,000

$10,000

$410,900

2020 Juvenis Festival, Blue Canoe Productions

Electric Circuits Festival, Electric Circuits Collective

Festival of Live Digital Art (foldA), SpiderWebShow

Ka’tarohkwi Languages Nest, Kingston Filmmakers Collective

King Con 2019/2020, King Con Collective

Kingston Multicultural Arts Festival, KCHC

Kingston Women’s History Project, The Circus Kingston Collective

Midwinter Solstice Celebration, Calliope Collective

Shortwave Theatre Festival, CFRC 101.9FM $15,000

Skeleton Park Arts Festival, Skeleton Park Arts Festival $18,500

Tone Deaf Festival and Satellite Concerts 2019-2020,Tone Deaf $16,000
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PHOTO: Art Hive @Agnes, Agnes
Etherington Art Centre, Photo by Tim
Forbes

Agnes Etherington Art Centre

Cantabile Choirs of Kingston

Le Centre Culturel Frontenac

H'art Centre

Kingston Canadian Film Festival

Kingston Symphony Association

Kingston WritersFest

Modern Fuel Artist Run Centre

Reelout Arts Project Inc

Theatre Kingston

Union Gallery

TOTAL

2019 JURY - PROJECT
Camille Georgeson-Usher, Andrea Haughton, Henry Heng Lu, Su Sheedy, Lib Spry. 

Ex-officio: Councillor Liz Schell, Danika Lochhead (City of Kingston), Kirsi Hunnakko (Chair), Felix

Lee, Diana Gore.

TOTAL

$176,100

2019 RECIPIENTS - PROJECT

Fun House Concert Series, Kingston Punk Productions $5,100

In Dulci Jubilo - Freeing the Voice, MelosChoir and Period Instruments $7,528

Live Wire Music Series 2019-2020, Live Wire Music Series $2,250

TOTAL





https://www.kfpl.ca/programs-and-events/king-con?fbclid=IwAR3J983eGKMjLXUmvO3_4yoA-QDcp6sH7X3wDfK-_2GhBOgUo4N1VpKb_g0
https://kipcouncil.ca/pages/kingston-multicultural-arts-festival-kmaf
https://spiderwebshow.ca/
https://www.calliopecollective.com/
http://skeletonparkartsfest.ca/
https://livewiremusicseries.ca/
https://www.kppconcerts.com/
http://www.orchestrakingston.ca/
http://www.bluecanoetheatrical.ca/
http://www.allcapslock.com/tone-deaf.org/
http://www.melos-earlymusic.org/










https://youtu.be/g5fCVUmjkFM
https://youtu.be/dK9Ti3qwRdY
https://youtu.be/QbMYEj1kHm0
https://youtu.be/oBT6K04BVpY
https://youtu.be/Obpw2UDnrgY




http://www.artskingston.ca/essentialartsthinkinggroup/






http://www.artskingston.ca/artistsareessential/
http://www.artskingston.ca/artistsareessential/
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